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Caribou Monitoring Unit
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• Preliminary results (only 6 data points)
– Wolf densities ranged from 1.6/1000 km2 in 

NWT to 15.6/1000 km2 in northeast BC
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Lambda ~ Footprint (p < 0.01) + wetland (p< 0.01);  R2 = 0.92 ?????
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WSU Geometric 
mean Lambda 

(n)

Collared
Wolf
Packs

Year of
Wolf Survey

Number
of Packs

Min.
Count

Max.
Count

Wolf
Density

(/1000km2)

CAL 1.07 (1) - 2015 5 32 35 7.0

CHIN 0.84 (1) - 2015 8 52 61 15.6

CLK 0.95 (1) 1/1 2015 6 32 38 7.4

CL 0.82 (5) 3/6 2016 16 66 74 9.9

FL 0.98 (5) - 2016 4 21 23 5.3

HRL 0.87 (2) - 2016 2 8 9 1.6
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Conclusions
1. Date are extremely preliminary
2. So, is it footprint, or habitat? So far, it’s a tie.

– Can’t expect to pull the same management lever everywhere and 
get the same reponses

3. Climate – Sophie Gilbert is looking for climate signals on 
boreal caribou recruitment and survival rates.
– We know From Kim Dawe’s work that warming has played a 

major role in deer expansion.
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Next Steps
• Add moose data to all analyses
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Confounded with latitude!
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• Are Caribou Really declining?
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R2= 0.60
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